Evidence that prolonged alpha-MSH infusion enhances the steroidogenic capacity of rat adrenal zona glomerulosa in vivo.
Prolonged infusion with 120 micrograms/kg/day alpha-MSH significantly increased basal plasma level of aldosterone in the rat, as well as raised the acute aldosterone response to a bolus administration of a high dose of ACTH or angiotensin II. These findings suggest that chronic alpha-MSH treatment stimulates the steroidogenic capacity of rat zona glomerulosa.